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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kusumoto(US6,351,315). 

Regarding claims 1 , 3: Kusumoto teaches a system (fig. 3) of managing image 
data (column 7, lines 35-40) in a network (Ethernet, column 7, lines 15-21). comprising: 
an image input device (external device interface/connector 90, column 4, lines 55-62); 
an image forming device (the copier, fig. 1) including storage means (memory unit 30. 
column 4. lines 50-60) for storing image data which is outputted by an external 
computer (external device, computer, column 7, lines 9-15) inputted by the image input 
device, at least one of the image input device and the image forming device being 
connected to the network (column 7, lines 15-25); and a client computer (computer 5, 
column 7, lines 15-23). connected to the network, receives (column 1 1 . lines 14-20. 
column 7, lines 35-40) the image date transmitted by the image forming device, for 
managing the image data stored in the storage means via the network. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kusumoto (US 6,351,315) in view of Gase (US 6,184,996). 

Regarding claims 2, 4: Kusumoto teaches a system (fig. 3) of managing image 
data (column 7, lines 35-40) in a network (Ethernet, column 7, lines 15-21), comprising: 
an image input device (line sensor 17, column 4, lines 50-55); an image forming device 
(the rest of the copier, fig. 1) including storage means (memory unit 30, column 4, lines 
50-60) for storing image data inputted by the image input device, at least one of the 
image input device and the image forming device being connected to the network 
(column 7, lines 15-25); and a client computer (computer 5, column 7, lines 15-23), 
connected to the network, receives (column 1 1 , lines 14-20, column 7, lines 35-40) the 
image date transmitted by the image fonning device, for managing the image data 
stored in the storage means via the network; wherein the image forming device further 
includes a converter (encoder 305, column 9, lines 40-50) and a network interface (310, 
fig. 7, and the software of the CPU that controls 310, column 10, lines 20-25); the 
storage means comprises a binary data storage section (304, fig. 7) for storing the 
image data as binary data and a higher level data (column 1 1 , lines 1-5, column 1 1 , 
lines 14-18) storage section (306, fig. 7) for storing higher level data converted from the 
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binary data by the converter (column 9. lines 15-20, column 9, lines 40-50); and the 
network interface includes a software for managing the text data, and transmit the text 
data stored in the text data storage section to the client computer (column 7, lines 35- 
34. 

Note: the binary data and the text data is being interpreted as text data in binary 
form and higher level form respectively. 

Although it is well known in the art and knowledge generally available to a person 
with ordinary skill in the art that a scanned document includes text image data, 
Kusumoto does no specifically mention that. 

Gase teaches it is well known in the art for a scanned document containing text 
images (column 4, lines 60-65), 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have used Kusumoto's copier to scan a text 
document to create a text image such that Kusumoto would be used by companies, 
students, teachers, government because human communicates with text. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 1/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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With respect to applicant's argument that Kusumoto does not teach image 
forming device including storage means for storing image data which outputted by an 
external computer. 

In reply: Column 4, lines 50-60, column 7, lines 9-15, Kusumoto clearly teaches 
an image forming device (copier, fig. 1 ) including storage means (memory unit 30, 
column 4i lines 50-60) for storing image data which is outputted by an external 
computer (external device, computer, column 7,Jines 9-15). 

With respect to applicant's argument that Kuumoto and Gase does not teach a 
binary data storage section for storing image data as binary data and a text data 
storage section for storing text data converted from the binary data by the converter, 
because the text scanned by a scanner is not text data discriminate by OCR process; 
has been considered. 

In reply: MPEP 2111.01 II states IT IS IMPROPER TO IMPORT CLAIM 
LIMITATIONS FROM THE SPECIFICATION "Though understanding the claim 
language may be aided by explanations contained in the written description, it is 
important not to import claimed limitations that are not part of the claim. 

The OCR process and text data format distinguishes each text characters and 
store them individually is limitation not being considered as part of the claimed 
limitations. The ASCII format data, Microsoft Word file, etc is not being disclosed in the 
specification. 

The "text data" in the claim is being given their "plain meaning." Since text data 
is simple English words whose meaning is clear and unquestionable, absent any 
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indication that their use in a particular context changes their meaning, are construed to 
mean exactly what they said. 

The examiner is going to give some clear and unquestionable examples of the 
simple English words "text data." The data of this office action or the data of the reply 
filed by applicant on 9/1 1/2006 are examples of text data and a picture of a dog or cat 
are examples of not text data. Therefore, the data of the text file of Gase of column 4, 
lines 50-55 is text data, and the compressed text data of Kusumoto (assuming the 
images scanned by the scanner of Kusumoto are text document), that is converted from 
binary text data, is also text data, according to the guideline of MPEP 21 11 .01 . 

Furthermore, if the plain meaning of text file/data is a data format that 
distinguishes each text characters and store them individually, then the text file of Gase 
should also be interpreted the same way which is the same as the text data of 
applicant's invention. Therefore, Gase's text file that is converted from a scanned 
image inherently teaches a binary data storage section for storing image data as binary 
data and a text data storage section for storing text data converted from the binary data 
by the converter as point out by applicant's argument filed on 9/1 1/2006, the bottom of 
page 7 and the top of page 8. 

Applicant also point out it is well-known in the art that data stored in text data 
format require significantly less storage space than the image data files, and the reason 
for data compression of the binary data in Kusumoto is similar to the reason why Gase 
teaches create text data file for transmission. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
modified Kusumoto by the teaching of Gase. 
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6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7440. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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